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KRISTIE JOHNSTON

Glenorchy is on the cusp of an exciting 
future with more jobs and opportunities, 
and more people energised to help us be 
the best we can be. 

Glenorchy City Council is working with 
developers, partners and our people to 
grow the economy and make sure our 
city is a great place to live. 

Because we know the key to a thriving 
city is a reliable and efficient transport 
system, we are working hard to establish 
CityLink Rail as a priority. 

CityLink Rail will provide a reliable, 
efficient transport system along the already established Northern Suburbs Transit  
Corridor, to get people to work, to school, to the shops, to see the sights and home again. 

City Link Rail will link residents and visitors between Hobart and cities to its North, 
including New Town, Moonah, Glenorchy, Claremont, Bridgewater, Brighton and beyond. 
CityLink Rail will also encourage development, create jobs and reduce congestion on  
our roads. 

The Hobart City Deal, signed last year, allocated $25 million towards reactivating the 
Northern Suburbs Rail Corridor – an important first step for CityLink Rail. But, a further 
$125 million is needed to complete the CityLink Rail project between Hobart and 
Bridgewater. 

Together with other projects funded under the Hobart City Deal, including the  
$576 million Bridgewater Bridge upgrade, $82.3 million to bring international flights  
to Hobart Airport and $20 million to link Hobart to the South, CityLink Rail will see  
Greater Hobart connected to the world. 

This prospectus outlines opportunities for investment in CityLink Rail. This is your 
invitation to get on board and help create a Glenorchy we can all be proud of!

KRISTIE JOHNSTON 
MAYOR

MESSAGE FROM  
THE MAYOR
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The municipality of Glenorchy is Tasmania’s fourth largest city. Glenorchy is in the 
Greater Hobart metropolitan area in Southern Tasmania. It is about 7 kilometres north of 
Tasmania’s capital city, Hobart, and is nestled below the Wellington Range on the western 
shore of the River Derwent. It covers 121 square kilometres.

OUR PEOPLE
Glenorchy has a population of some 47,000 people, living in around 21,000 dwellings. 
Compared to the rest of Tasmania, the Glenorchy municipality has a higher proportion of 
people in younger age groups (under 15 years) and a lower proportion of people in older 
age groups (65+ years).

Glenorchy is proud of its diverse multicultural community. The area of Moonah is one of 
Tasmania’s most ethnically diverse communities. Around 12.5% of people in Glenorchy 
were born overseas and 25% arrived in Australia within five years prior to 2016.

Compared to Tasmania in 2016, the Glenorchy municipality had a lower proportion of 
couple families with child(ren) (22.3%), as well as a higher proportion of one- parent 
families (14.3%). There was also a higher proportion of lone person households (31.8%) 
and a lower proportion of couples without children (21.5%).

In Glenorchy in 2016, 60% of households were purchasing or fully owned their home, 
23.3% were renting privately, and 8.5% were in social housing. Compared to Tasmania as a 
whole, a higher proportion of people in Glenorchy were renting or in social housing and a 
lower proportion were purchasing their own home.

OUR EMPLOYMENT
According to ABS Labour Force statistics, Glenorchy’s unemployment rate for the 
2019 March Quarter was 9.9%. This is compared to an unemployment rate in Tasmania 
of 6.7% and Australia 5.1% for the same period. Only Brighton Council has a higher 
unemployment rate (11.9%) in Tasmania.

Glenorchy has the second highest number of people receiving the Newstart Allowance 
in Tasmania, behind Launceston.Youth unemployment in the Greater Hobart area was 
recorded at 16.9% in March 2019.

An analysis of the jobs held by the resident population in the municipality in 2016 showed 
the three most popular industry sectors were:

• Health care and social assistance (15.4%)

• Retail trade (12.5%)

• Public administration and safety (9.4%).

ABOUT 
GLENORCHY
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In combination, these three industries employed 7,173 people in total or 37.2% of the total 
employed resident population.

The three most popular occupations for Glenorchy residents in 2016 were:

• Clerical and administrative workers (15.9%)

• Technicians and trades workers (15.4%)

• Community and personal service workers (14.2%).

Of the Glenorchy residents that are employed, around 57% travel outside of the area to 
work. Around 40% of people who work in Glenorchy, live in Glenorchy.

In Glenorchy in 2016, there was a smaller proportion of high-income households 
(8.8% were earning $2,500 per week or more) and a higher proportion of low-income 
households (26.2% were earning less than $650 per week) when compared to the rest of 
Tasmania.

OUR ECONOMY
Glenorchy’s Gross Regional Product was $2.30 billion in the year ending June 2018, 
declining 2.0% since the previous year. Glenorchy’s most productive industries in 2017/18 
were:

• Manufacturing ($316million)

• Health Care and Social Assistance ($277million)

• Construction ($181million).

Traditionally the manufacturing heart of Tasmania, Glenorchy is experiencing increased 
diversification across industry sectors.

MANUFACTURING AND INDUSTRY

Glenorchy has long been the industrial hub of southern Tasmania; home to some of 
the state’s biggest international exporters: Nyrstar Hobart Zinc Smelter; Mondelez 
International (Cadbury) and Blundstone. Around Prince of Wales Bay, we host world- 
leading international exporters in the maritime and defence industries: Incat, Taylor 
Brothers, Liferaft Systems Tasmania and CBG Systems.

HIGH-TECH AND DIGITAL INNOVATION

Glenorchy is the home of the Tasmanian Technopark. Devoted to developing, supporting 
and marketing internationally competitive technology and innovation- based industry in 
Tasmania for the local and global markets, the park’s businesses include: Betfair, Print Mail 
Logistics, TasmaNet and the Tasmanian Institute of Sport.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

We are home to an extensive range of professional services to support business 
growth and development. These include business incubation, banking, graphic design, 
engineering, technical, technology and science-based services.
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ARTS, TOURISM AND CULTURE

Glenorchy’s cultural economy has flourished in recent years – with a growing emphasis 
on the thriving arts and tourism sectors. Our community envisions our City’s future as 
an exciting and vibrant hub for arts and culture, forging a reputation as a leading tourism 
destination both nationally and internationally.

We are proud to be home to Museum of Old and New Art (MONA), Moonah Arts Centre, 
GASP!, Derwent Entertainment Centre, Elwick Functions and Events at the Tattersalls 
Racecourse, Tasmanian Transport Museum and the Royal Agricultural Society of 
Tasmania.

COMMUNITY SERVICES AND AGED CARE

Combined with the advantage of large areas of flat land, close to services, the City of 
Glenorchy is the place of choice for aged care and community care providers such as: 
the Migrant Resource Centre, Glenview, Strathaven, One Care, Aveo Derwent Waters, 
Anglicare, Hobart District Nursing, St Johns Ambulance, Community-based Support 
South, and the Independent Health Care Service.

RETAIL

Glenorchy is the second largest shopping district in southern Tasmania (the largest being 
in Hobart). The city has three major commercial areas: Moonah, Glenorchy CBD and 
Claremont.

OUR INFRASTRUCTURE
Glenorchy is located 10 minutes’ drive from the Hobart CBD and 20 minutes’ drive from 
Hobart International Airport. The Brooker Highway passes through the municipality, along 
with Tasmania’s highest frequency public transport corridor along Main Road and the 
Intercity Cycleway. The former North-South rail corridor also traverses Glenorchy.

Glenorchy’s commercial and industrial areas are fully serviced by the National Broadband 
Network (NBN).

Other important infrastructure includes high voltage electricity transmission lines and 
injection points; trunk water supply and high-pressure gas pipelines.

OUR COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Glenorchy contains a range of regional cultural and recreation facilities such as the 
Derwent Entertainment Centre, the Moonah Arts Centre, the Royal Agricultural 
Showgrounds, the Tattersalls Park Racecourse, the KGV Sports and Community Hub, 
Tolosa Park, Montrose Bay Foreshore, GASP! and the Glenorchy Mountain Bike Park.
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OUR VISION FOR GLENORCHY
The City of Glenorchy Community Plan 2015-2040 was adopted by Council in 2015 after 
an unprecedented community consultation process. The community contributed nearly 
2,000 comments and 7,500 ideas about the future of the City through 69 different 
consultation activities. The Community Plan sets out the Glenorchy community’s vision, 
goals and priorities for the City over the period to 2040.

The vision for Glenorchy is: we are a proud city; a city of arts; of opportunity; of 
partnerships; a city that makes exciting things happen.

The five goals outlined in the Community Plan are:

• Open for business

• Making lives better

• Valuing our environment

• Leading our community

• Building image and pride.

Glenorchy City Council’s mission is to deliver the community’s vision, goals and priorities 
from the City of Glenorchy Community Plan 2015-2040.
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The Hobart City Deal was signed on 24 February 2019. The City Deal is a 10-year 
partnership between the Australian and Tasmanian Governments, and Glenorchy, Hobart, 
Clarence and Kingborough councils.

Under the Hobart City Deal, the Federal Government has agreed to provide funding for a 
range of significant projects for the Greater Hobart area. Major commitments under the 
City Deal include:

• $82 million for border services to support international flights at Hobart Airport

• $450 million to invest in Antarctic and Southern Ocean Research and facilities

• $576 million to replace the Bridgewater Bridge

• $105 million to reduce traffic congestion and improve transport in Greater Hobart 
(including $25 million to activate the Northern Suburbs Transit Corridor)

• $30 million to develop and improve access to affordable housing.

The City Deal includes the following commitments in relation to the Northern Suburbs 
Transit Corridor:

• The Northern Suburbs Transit Corridor on the existing rail corridor will be activated

• The Tasmanian and Australian Governments will work with the Hobart and Glenorchy 
Councils to deliver the most effective public transport solution to utilise the transit 
corridor within 5 to 10 years of the signing of the City Deal (see Greater Hobart 
Transport Vision) supported by a $25 million congestion initiative from the Australian 
Government

• This work will be supported by, and will be progressed in parallel to, the precinct 
planning and the development of a Northern Suburbs Transit Corridor Growth Strategy.

After the City Deal was signed, Council’s Mayor and staff worked closely with 
representatives from the State and Federal Governments and the other three Greater 
Hobart councils to develop an action plan to support the delivery of the commitments 
made in the City Deal. This resulted in the Hobart City Deal Implementation Plan, which 
was signed on 3 October 2019.

THE HOBART  
CITY DEAL
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The Implementation Plan includes the following commitments:

• A transport solution will be delivered on the Northern Suburbs Transit Corridor to 
service, and supported by, urban renewal

• $25 million in funding has been committed through the Australian Government’s Urban 
Congestion Fund for projects to reduce congestion, with a focus on the northern 
corridor. This funding is intended to be used for infrastructure projects. The fund is not 
intended to focus on planning and feasibility work only. The use of this funding will be 
discussed between the Australian and Tasmanian Governments and the Glenorchy and 
Hobart councils before it is committed to specific projects to support the activation 
of the corridor. A project plan will be developed in 2020 to implement the transport 
solution including project timelines.

WE WILL ACTIVATE THE NORTHERN SUBURBS TRANSIT CORRIDOR:

Responsibility

Tasmanian Government, 
Australian Government, 
Glenorchy City Council, 
Hobart City Council

Responsibility

Tasmanian Government, 
Glenorchy City Council, 
Hobart City Council

Responsibility

Glenorchy City Council, 
Tasmanian Government, 
Hobart City Council

Funding

Australian Government, 
$25 million 
(implementation below)

Tasmanian Government, 
$300,000 (transport 
solution feasability and 
corridor strategy)

TRANSPORT 
SOLUTION

Determine the most 
effective transport 
solutions

Complete in 2019

Establish an agreed 
vision for the area 
surrounding, and 
linked to, the Northern 
Suburbs Transit Corridor

Commence in 2019 
(informed by the 
transport solution)

Building on the work 
undertaken to date 
by the Tasmanian 
Government, Hobart 
and Glenorchy council, 
priority areas will be 
identified for activation 
through the Precinct 
Plan

Work to commence 
in 2020 with a view to 
adoption in 2021

Explore opportunities 
for a value capture 
framework to support 
potential future funding 
opportunities for the 
transport solution in the 
corridorIdentify the infrastructure 

requirements needed 
to deliver the transport 
solution

Develop a project 
plan to implement the 
transport solution

Complete in 2020

NORTHERN SUBURBS 
TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
GROWTH STRATEGY

NORTHERN SUBURBS 
TRANSIT CORRIDOR 
PRECINCT PLAN

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
VALUE CAPTURE



CITYLINK RAIL | SOUTHERN TASMANIA TRANSPORT SOLUTION | 8

BACKGROUND
The Northern Suburbs Rail Corridor is the decommissioned railway tracks that run from 
Macquarie Point and through Hobart’s Northern Suburbs to Brighton, including through 
all Glenorchy’s major commercial areas.

Since 2009, various ideas have been put forward for development of the Northern 
Suburbs Rail Corridor between Hobart and Brighton. Several independent consultancies 
have examined the economic viability of a rapid transit service along the Corridor, under a 
range of operational scenarios.

In 2016, the Glenorchy to Hobart Public Transport Corridor Study was prepared by GHD 
for the Glenorchy City Council and Hobart City Council Joint Steering Committee. The 
two councils collaborated to investigate the potential activation of the Northern Transport 
Corridor. The report found that Corridor has the potential to deliver significant economic 
benefits to the area, attract higher density forms of development, enable urban renewal, 
provide stimulus to strengthen the critical mass of commercial, retail and residential 
activity in each of the nodes, and facilitate the development of a series of transit precincts 
along the Corridor.

The business case conducted by ACIL Tasman in 2013 highlighted a cost between 
$70.2 and $77.9 million for light rail along the Corridor between Hobart and Glenorchy 
depending on the number of stops within the design (these ranged from 3 to 6).  
Bringing these estimates to current dollar terms and consistent with the definition of  
the project, it has been estimated that the total cost of the project, including costs 
associated with urban renewal, would be approximately $150 - 200 million.

CITYLINK RAIL PROPOSAL
It is proposed, as per the City Deal discussions, that investment is made in infrastructure 
to enable passenger rail vehicles to traverse along the existing Northern Suburbs Rail 
Corridor, between the Hobart waterfront and Bridgewater.

Some stations would have passing loops to allow trains to travel in both directions on the 
single track. In peak times, up to six trains could operate at 12-minute intervals, with the 
journey time between Bridgewater and Hobart taking approximately 27 minutes.

THE CITYLINK  
RAIL PROJECT
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POTENTIAL STATIONS

HOBART TERMINAL

MACQUARIE POINT
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POTENTIAL STATIONS

NEW TOWN STATION (BAY ROAD) 4.8KM

MOONAH STATION (ALBERT ROAD) 6.2KM
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POTENTIAL STATIONS

GLENORCHY STATION (PELTRO STREET) 8.9KM

MONA (BERRIEDALE) STATION 11.9KM
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POTENTIAL STATIONS

CALREMONT STATION (BOX HILL ROAD) 14.0KM

BRIDGEWATER 
21.6KM

GRANTON 
19.7KM
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The Main Road Transit Corridor from Glenorchy Interchange to Hobart CBD (via Main 
Road, New Town Road and Elizabeth Street) is one of Greater Hobart’s core public 
transport routes. Its major attributes are:

• it carries 20 percent of Greater Hobart’s public transport passengers

• the Corridor is used for a variety of trips including commuting to work, shopping, 
accessing services and for social reasons

• it has a high level of bus frequency throughout the day

• it contains strong trip attractors at each end of the Corridor; Hobart CBD and 
Glenorchy

• it links the activity centres of Moonah, New Town and North Hobart.

A high-level review of public transport corridor options in the Northern Suburbs was 
undertaken in 2013 by the Tasmanian Government. The review found that the Brooker 
Highway is not suitable for targeted development as a Transit Corridor, as it is Hobart’s 
key urban highway with a vital freight and car-based passenger function, as opposed to 
being a core public transport route. The Highway is also not adjacent to places where 
people visit on a regular basis, such as the Glenorchy and Moonah activity centres.

As described above, options for utilising the existing rail corridor for light rail have been 
considered in recent times. Improving the reliability and effectiveness of public transport 
on Main Road is not considered to be contrary to future development of CityLink Rail. 
Main Road is a vital public transport route in its own right, servicing particular needs 
and locations that strongly suggest it will continue to be important over the long term, 
irrespective of future usage of the rail corridor.

Parallel investment on the Main Road Corridor will assist in building the overall market for 
public transport in the Northern Suburbs, some of which may be ultimately transferred to 
CityLink Rail.

MAIN ROAD 
TRANSIT 
CORRIDOR
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The total cost of CityLink Rail is approximately $148 million for a passenger service 
between the Hobart Waterfront and Bridgewater. This includes electrification, rolling 
stock, new rail, station and level crossing infrastructure and some park and ride facilities. 
This project could be easily up-scaled to meet the requirements of any further economic 
stimulus package by extending the corridor north, south or east.

Annual operating and maintenance costs are estimated to be $2.3 million to $2.5 million 
per annum in the first 20 years and $3.2 million thereafter.

INVESTMENT REQUIRED

The final costings for the project will be informed by a consultancy that is about to 
commence, funded by the Tasmanian Government.

AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT

TASMANIAN 
GOVERNMENT

GLENORCHY 
CITY COUNCIL

CITYLINK 
HOBART TO 
BRIDGEWATER

$150 million  
($25 million already 
allocated from the 
Urban Congestion 
Fund).

Fast-tracked 
amendments to the 
planning scheme to 
facilitate CityLink Rail.

Complementary  
work on Main 
Road, including bus 
measures.

Ongoing operational 
costs of up to $3 
million per annum.

>$10 million for CBD 
revitalisation, planning 
scheme improvements, 
densification, footpaths, 
cycleways, provision of 
Council land.

Changes to parking  
along Main Road to 
reduce congestion.

Support for  
planning amendments.

PROJECT  
COSTS
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GLENORCHY CITY COUNCIL INVESTMENT
Glenorchy City Council has contributed $5.795 million towards the Glenorchy CBD 
revitalisation (due for completion in 2021).

Across the municipality, Council spends between $2 million and $2.5 million p.a. to renew, 
upgrade and construct new footpath/cycleways.

The Council has applied Utilities zoning to the Northern Suburbs Rail Corridor to protect it 
from inappropriate conversion to other uses.

Along with Hobart City Council, Glenorchy City Council has provided a significant direct 
investment totalling an estimated $100,000 as well as significant in-kind support in urban 
renewal studies/reports on the Northern Suburbs Rail Corridor.

Council has also committed an estimated $3 million over 10 years to maintenance and 
renewal of the Council-managed portion of the Corridor.

Glenorchy City Council will undertake required planning work and will encourage 
densification and redevelopment along the Corridor.

Glenorchy City Council is also willing to provide Council land where appropriate to enable 
development along the Corridor.

ALIGNMENT WITH URBAN  
CONGESTION FUND
It is understood that the Australian Government will invest $4 billion over the next  
10 years through the Urban Congestion Fund, to reduce congestion in urban areas.

This includes $3 billion of additional funding committed in the 2019-20 Budget. Funding 
will support upgrades to the urban road network to reduce congestion and to ensure 
commuters get home sooner and safer by:

• reducing travel times;

• reducing vehicle operating costs;

• delivering a more reliable road network for commuters and freight; and

• addressing local bottlenecks.

Under this Fund, the Australian Government has committed $25 million to the Hobart 
Urban Congestion Fund, with priority to be given to the Northern Suburbs Transit 
Corridor and those projects that reduce congestion and improve transport.




